Nebraska IARP

Annual General Membership Meeting and Election of Officers
Friday April 19, 2013
10:00 A.M.

Quality Living-Lied Life Center Auditorium
Omaha, NE

Call to Order:

The meeting was called to order by President Michelle Hultine. 

Attending:

Michelle Hultine


Paulette Freeman
Lori Peterson


Jeff Armstrong
Patty Reilly



Jack Greene
Lisa Porter



Gayle Hope

Pat Conway



Kim Rhen
Dave Utley



Al Marchisio
Jane Yaffe-Rowell


Nicki McDevitt-Walter
Brett Ruoff



Kathi Stultz

Approval of Meeting Minutes:  March 13, 2013:

Changes were made to the minutes as they were originally written.  The changes were approved by the Board.    Jane Yaffe-Rowell moved to accept the meeting minutes as corrected and Lisa porter seconded the motion.  The vote was in favor.

Treasurer’s Report: Michelle Hultine gave the treasurer’s report for Treasurer Marc Hultine in his absence.  An income statement, balance sheet and profit and loss statement were presented. Michelle Hultine  explained the reports.  Pat Reilly moved to accept the treasurer’s report.  Lori Peterson seconded the motion.  The vote was in favor.

Old Business:

1)
Early Intervention pre-MMI meeting with the Court.  Some of the officials of the Court seem to be in favor of a change to allow Voc Rehab Counselors to begin the service-process prior to a client being at MMI if permanent physical restrictions have been assigned.  Changes would have to be made to the statutes at the Legislative level.  With this change, services such as GED studies or other vocational studies could be engaged in prior to the pronouncement of MMI by the client’s physician, with physician approval, and by agreement of all of the parties involved in the case..  
New Business:


1)
Election and Installation of New Officers 

Ballots were distributed to those members who had not yet voted.  The votes were counted by Lori Peterson.  Election results were announced:  President-Elect is Patty Reilly.  Secretary is Lisa Porter.  Treasurer is Marc Hultine.  District 2 Board Members are Jack Greene, Jane Yaffee-Rowell; and Karen Stricklett.  Vince Antonelli is the Board Member at Large.  

There was a motion on the floor by President Michelle Hultine that Jeff Armstrong should represent District 3 as a Board Member.  Pat Reilly seconded the motion.  Discussion ensued.  A vote was taken that was anonymously in favor.  .

2)
The spring conference was cancelled due to the Committee being unable to prepare a quality learning event with lack of adequate membership participation and due to family and professional commitments of the committee.  
It was addressed by President Michelle Hultine that a great deal of work and effort went into our opposition of LB581 which threatened the livelihoods of our members as Vocational Rehabilitation Counselors in the State of Nebraska.  Ms. Hultine thanked and praised the efforts of the committee who spent long hours preparing a report to present to the State Legislature supporting the efficacy of VR services in NE.  The committee also worked with the State to identify and implement changes to the closure forms in order to gather the information needed to track outcomes for our injured workers who seek and receive VR services in NE.
There is ongoing discussion about a fall conference or having lunch and Learns to provide quality learning opportunities to the members as well as much-needed CEU’s.   

3)
National IARP is coming out with a fresh new look.  A new marketing team has developed a new logo and plans to improve IARP’s visibility nation-wide.  NE IARP has always enjoyed a strong presence at the National-level and we hope to continue to be a strong, supportive force for IARP in the future.  The fall conference is in Charleston, SC the first week in November 2013 and everyone is encouraged to plan to attend.  

IARP is struggling with an aging membership and is working with ideas to engage new members by strengthening our Mentorship Program; by possibly giving away memberships to students planning to go into Voc Rehab; and also by possibly providing an educational stipend to those students who are successfully completing their training as a Voc Rehab Counselor.

It was brought up by Pat Conway that perhaps we need to be doing our own marketing state-wide of our NE members to attorneys, insurance carriers, etc. in the form of mass-mailing brochures with pictures and short blurbs about each one of the NE chanter members asking them to support those of us actively involved in our professional organization.

4)
Last area of business had to do with a motion to ratify all action taken by the board through April 19, 2013.  Pat Reilly moved and Gayle Hope seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and the vote was unanimously in favor.  
FOR NEXT MEETING:

1) 
National IARP Donations for Conferences.

2)
In lieu of local conference, entertain idea of stipend for Nebraska members to attend national conferences.  

Motion to Adjourn:  Michelle Hultine: seconded by Dave Utley.  The vote was unanimous and the meeting was adjourned.

Lisa Porter

Secretary

